
Bluffton High School
Freshman Orientation

        February 16, 2022
Bluffton High School
#1 Tiger Trail
Bluffton, IN  46714
(260) 824-3724

hs.bhmsd.org Dates to Remember:
     
June 30, 2022 – 21st Century Scholars App Deadline

      August 10, 2022 – First Day of School

        August 4, 2022 – Orientation and Pictures



Parents

School

Students



Road to Graduation Starts Here...

IDOE Graduation Pathways











Pathway School Principles Course Concentrator A Concentrator B

Business Management & 
Administration

Bluffton Principles of Business Business Administration 

Fundamentals
Accounting Fundamentals

Computer Science Bluffton Principles of Computer Science Computer Science 1 Computer Science 2

Culinary Arts Bluffton Principles of Hospitality Food Theory & Nutrition Culinary Arts

Early Childhood Education Bluffton Principles of Early Childhood Education Early Childhood Education 

Curriculum

Early Childhood Education 

Guidance

Marketing Bluffton Principles of Business
Marketing Fundamentals

Strategic Marketing OR Digital 

Marketing

Health Science Education Bluffton Principles of Health Care Medical Terminology Healthcare Specialist: CNA

Welding Technology Bluffton Principles of Welding Tech Shielded Metal Arc Welding Gas Welding Processes

Criminal Justice Bellmont Principles of Criminal Justice Law Enforcement & Cultural 
Awareness

Courts & Corrections

Radio/TV Broadcasting Bellmont Principles of Radio & TV Audio & Video Production Mass Media Performance

Auto Service Tech Norwell Principles of Automotive Services Auto Brakes & Electrical Engine Performance

Computer Science South Adams Principles of Computer Science Computer Science I Computer Science II

Precision Machining South Adams Principles of Precision Machining Machining Fundamentals Precision Machining

Fire & Rescue South Adams Principles of Public Safety & Hazmat 
Awareness

Fire Fighting Fundamentals Advanced Fire Fighting

Adv. Manufacturing Southern Wells Principles of Adv. Manufacturing Industrial Power Fundamentals Mechatronics Systems

Agriculture Southern Wells
Principles of Agriculture

Agriculture Power, Structure 
and Technology

Agriculture Structures 
Fabrication and Design

Construction Trades Southern Wells Principles of Construction Trades General Carpentry Framing & Finishing

HVAC Southern Wells Principles of HVAC HVAC Service HVAC Fundamentals

Cosmetology Huntington North Principles of Cosmetology Cosmetology I Cosmetology II



Bluffton Class Title # of HS 
Credits

College
Course #

College Course Title College Cost? # of 
College 
Credits

Certificate 
Available?

Advanced Manufacturing 
Technology

2 TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA

Biology II 2 BIOL 10000/100001 Biological Wrld & Lab IPFW $100 4

Calculus 2 MA 16500 Analytic Geom & Calc I IPFW $100 4

Culinary Arts I 2 HOSP 101 &
 HOSP 102

Sanitation & First Aid
Basic Food Theory & Food

Ivy Tech Free 2 & 3 Serv Safe

Culinary Arts II 3 HOSP 104 &
HOSP 105

Nutrition
Intro to Baking

Ivy Tech Free 3 & 3

Economics 2 ECON E200 Fundamentals of Economics IPFW $75 3

German II 2 GER G111 First Year German I IPFW $75 4

H English 12 2 ENGL 111 English Composition Ivy Tech Free 3

Health Science I 2 HLHS 100 Intro to Health Careers Ivy Tech Free 3

Health Science II 3 HLHS 101 Medical Terminology Ivy Tech Free 3 CNA (optional)

Marketing 
Fundamentals

2 TBA TBA Indiana Tech TBA TBA

Pre-Calculus 2 MA 15300/15400 Algebra & Trig I & II IPFW $150 3 & 3

Principles of Adv. 
Manufacturing

2 TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA

Principles of Healthcare 2 TBA TBA Ivy Tech Free 3

Principles of Hospitality 2 TBA TBA Ivy Tech Free 3

Principles of Business 
Management

2 BA 2500 Marketing Indiana Tech $75 3

Principles of Welding 2 WELD 100 TBA Ivy Tech Free 3

Quantitative Reasoning 2 MATH 123 Quantitative Reasoning Ivy Tech Free 3

Spanish III 2 SPAN 101/102 Spanish Ivy Tech Free 4 & 4

Strategic Marketing 2 TBA TBA Indiana Tech TBA TBA

Welding I 2 INDT 114 Introductory Welding Ivy Tech Free 3

Welding II 3 WELD 207 Gas Metal Arc Welding Ivy Tech Free 3 AWS (optional)



All Bluffton High School graduates will pursue one of three paths:

Enrolled
Enlisted

Employed
This will be the new norm.  

Every student will spend 4 years of BHS with this in mind.



Thoughts...

● 4 year plan - Start now 

● Every student/parent chooses a plan

● By the time a student graduates, the student/parent will enact the 
plan

● Involve the community with our own job fairs, college nights and 
military meetings 

● In short: Everything will be done with intention.



Enrolled

● Everyone who should go to college should go to college.

○ Approximately 51% of our graduates enroll in college
○ Our goal is to raise it to 60%
○ Economist - “Indiana needs 10,000 more HS students a year to go 

to college.”
○ College Go Week
○ “Not everyone should go to college.”

■ Financial
■ Other local obstacles



Enlisted

● Approximately 3% or less of our students enlist in the military.

● Our goal is to raise it to 5-8%.

● Strategies

○ Partner with local recruiters to provide more opportunities.



Employed

● Not just a job

● Encourage Certificates

○ CNA
○ Welding
○ ServeSafe
○ Auto, Fire and Rescue

● Partner with local employees

○ AWMA, etc.
○ Career days at the HS.  EEE days

● Good paying jobs are there.  We need to connect our students



BHMSD Athletics 

Steve Thompson
● Athletic Director
  

Robert Vanderkolk
● Assistant Athletic Director



Counselors
• Jodi Leas

– Director of Guidance
– Last names J-Z

• Sebastian Baxter
– Guidance Counselor
– Last names A-I

@BHSGuidance3

bhmsd.org/guidance



Daily Schedule (Block 4)
• Period 1  

– 7:40-9:05
• Home Room  

– 9:10-9:35
• Period 2  

– 9:40-11:05
• Period 3  / Lunch  

– 11:10-1:10
– A Lunch 11:10-11:40
– B Lunch  11:55-12:25
– C Lunch  12:40-1:10

• Period 4  
– 1:15-2:40

• 4 terms per year
• Classes at least 1 term long
   
                4 periods
             x  4 terms
               16 Credits PER YR.

               16 credits
             x  4 years
                64 total credits  
                     poss.

      **need 48 to graduate





High School Attendance

• Attendance taken 
each period

• Tardy issued if not in 
class by the bell

• Absences can be 
“countable” or “not 
countable”

• Doctor’s notes 
required

• Attendance Discipline 
(per term):
– Tardies and Absences 

handled separately
– Tardies

• 3 tardies=detention
• 4 tardies=3 hr Th ext.
• 5 tardies=ISS
• 6 tardies=poss explsn

– Absences
• 4 or more=may lose 

credit



Transcript

• Lists all courses, grades, and credits 
earned

• Lists cumulative GPA and Class Rank
• Lists standardized test scores (i.e. SAT)
• Used by colleges for admissions







Graduation Requirements
• Diploma Types

– Indiana Core 40
– Indiana Core 40 with Academic Honors
– Indiana Core 40 with Technical Honors

• Core 40
– D- or Better in ALL 

classes
– CTE Pathway

• Academic Honors
– 3.0+ GPA
– C- or Better in ALL 

classes
– 3 Foreign Language 

Classes
– 4 Math Classes



AHD Benefits

• College Admissions
– *Required classes for larger schools

• Scholarship Opportunities
• College Credits

– Dual Credit (Average 15)
• Cheaper than college course

– AP Courses
• Extra GPA points



Freshman Requirements

• English
– Year Long English 9 or English 9

• Math
– Year Long Algebra I, Algebra I or Geometry

• Science
– Environmental Science or Biology I

• Physical Ed.
• Careers/Health



Freshman Choices

• Foreign Language
– Spanish or German

• Fine Arts
– Into to Art, Band, Choir

• Principles Courses



Bluffton Pathway Classes
Program Home 

School 
(Location)

Class 1 - 
Principles

(Fresh or Soph)

Class 2
(Fall Semester)

Class 3
(Spring Semester)

Business - Accounting Bluffton Princ. of Bus. Man. Management Fund. Accounting Fund.

Business - Marketing Bluffton Princ. of Bus. Man. Marketing Fund. Strategic Marketing

Computer Science Bluffton Princ. of Computing Topics in Comp Sci. Computer Science

Culinary Arts Bluffton Principles of 
Hospitality

Food Theory & 
Nutrition

Culinary Arts

Early Childhood Ed. Bluffton Princ. of ECE ECE Curriculum ECE Guidance

Electrical Bluffton Princ. of Adv. Man. Adv. Man. Tech. Industrial Elec. Fund.

Health Science Ed. Bluffton Princ. of Healthcare Medical Terminology Healthcare: CNA

Welding Technology Bluffton Princ. of Weld. Tech. Shielded Metal Arc Gas Welding Proc.

Automotive Service Norwell Princ. of Auto. Tech. Brake Systems Steering & Susp.

Precision Machining South Adams Princ. of Prec. Mach. Prec. Mach. Fund. Adv. Prec. Mach.

Criminal Justice Bellmont Principles of
Criminal Justice

Law Enforcement 
Fundamentals

Corrections & Cultural 
Awareness





4 Year Plans

• Will be completed during 9th grade year
• Lay out required classes by year
• Serves as a map to graduation



BHS 4 Year Plan

Subject Freshman 
Year

Sophomore 
Year

Junior Year Senior Year

English YL English 9 English 10 English 11 Honors English 
12

Math Geometry Honors Alg. 2 Pre Calc Calculus

Science Biology I Honors 
Chemistry

Biology II Physics

Social Studies/
Elective

World History Adv. Nutrition & 
Wellness

Honors US 
History

Econ & Honors 
US Government

World 
Language or 

Elective

Spanish I Spanish II AP Chem Cadet

Elective/Other 
Required

YL English 9 Spanish III AP World 
History

AP Physics

Elective/Other 
Required

PE Intro to Art Weight Lifting Weight Lifting

Elective/Other 
Required

Health/PCC Weight Lifting Weight Lifting Weight Lifting

4 Year Plan Example



Timeline
• Orientation Meeting—tonight
• Take course requests—Week of February 

22nd
– During school at the Middle School
– Call HS office to make appt (if desired)

• 260-824-3724 or email gcraighead@bhmsd.org

• Receive Schedules— May
• 21st Century Scholars App due—June 30
• School begins—August 10th, 2022



Questions?



Common Scenes




