Bluffton High School Insights
Excellence is Expected Here

The Principal’s Pen
The
Bluffton/Southern
Wells Dollars for Scholars
Chapter is celebrating 27
years of helping students
pursue their dreams. The
annual Bluffton/Southern
Wells DFS letter writing
campaign will be on
Wednesday, February 21.
Seniors will write letters
asking for your support of
our scholarship program.
The monies pledged will
be used to award graduating seniors a scholarship
to assist with their upcoming college expenses.
Donors will be sent a confirmation letter with a selfaddressed envelope to
return their check to DFS.
We would appreciate any
financial support as we
look forward to making
this a very successful year
for our students!
Congratulations go to Gabrielle Streveler, the 2018
Lilly Scholarship Recipient! Gabby will receive
four years’ tuition at the
university of her choice in
the state of Indiana. This
is the third year in a row
this scholarship was
awarded to a BHS student,

and we are very proud of
Gabby and her hard
work.
National Honor Society
(sponsors Mr. Price and

Mrs. Schantz), Student
Council (sponsors Ms.
VanMatre and Mrs. Morrison), Friends of the Shelter (sponsor Mrs. Schantz)
and Students Making a
Difference (sponsor Mrs.
Bollenbacher) have collected and are donating
money to local organizations such as United Way,
the Wells County Food
Bank, Riley Children’s
Hospital, The Bluffton Ani-

mal
Shelter,
Canine
Crossroads, and Buckets
for Santa. This is in addition to these clubs donating their time and services to tutoring students
at Bluffton Elementary and
Middle School, visiting
patients at local nursing
homes, walking dogs at
the animal shelter, and
organizing a dance for
Riley Hospital for Children.
Bluffton-Harrison
MSD promotes service to
others as one of its goals
for all students to become
productive citizens in our
society.
The National
Honor Society, Student
Council, Friends of the
Shelter, S.M.A.D. and our
community are to be commended for their fine efforts.
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Guidance Department Spotlight
Financial Aid Deadline
Please note that the Indiana deadline for completing the financial
aid application (FAFSA) is April
15, 2018. This is the date by which
it must be received by the federal
government, so it is advisable to
apply well in advance of the deadline.
FAFSA applications are
available on the web at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. All instructions

are listed on the website. Please
contact the Guidance Department
with questions concerning this
application.
The FAFSA must be filed for students to be considered for both
federal and State of Indiana grants
and loans. It is required that all
Twenty-First Century Scholars

complete the FAFSA.
BHS will host a FAFSA Completion
Night on February 7 from 5-7 pm.
Robert Sommers, INvestED, will
be here to help students and parents complete the FAFSA in a computer lab.

College Goal Sunday
College Goal Sunday is just
around the corner! On Sunday,
February 25 at forty locations in
Indiana (including IPFW), students
and parents can get free assistance in completing their financial
aid application forms! College

Goal Sunday is an event for high
school seniors who qualify for undergraduate admission to a college or technical school in 2017
and need financial aid. The event
starts at 2:00 pm local time at each
site. Financial aid professionals

volunteer at this state wide event to
help families complete their FAFSA’s on-time and by the State aid
deadline of March 10, 2017. For
more information, go to
www.collegegoalsunday.org.

Important Senior Information—Class of 2018
The following are due before you
leave for Spring Break (March 22):


Senior picture for the yearbook (Vertical head and
shoulders shot, no props,
please). We will also use this
picture for the Senior
Slideshow unless you give us
a different one. (Give to Mrs.
Schantz or Hannah Gerber).
**If we do not receive a picture from you, we will use
your school picture. The yearbook staff is willing to take a

picture of any senior who
does not have a picture to
submit. Please contact Mrs.
Schantz to schedule a time
for the picture.


Baby picture for the Senior
Slideshow (Mark your name
on the back and give to Mrs.
Schantz or Hannah Gerber).



Friends pictures for the
Friends Senior Slideshow
(Mark your name on the
back and give to Mrs.
Schantz or Hannah Gerber).



Class history memories (give to
Mrs. Johnson).

Also, Baby Ad forms for the yearbook are due before Spring Break
if your parents want to order one.
The Class History will be put together by all seniors and will be
read at the Senior Breakfast; all
seniors will receive a copy.
Any questions can be directed to
Mrs. Schantz at 824-3724 or
eschantz@bhmsd.org.
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Off the Shelf
During January, students finalized
designs for a club t-shirt, including a very fitting quote by Indiana
author John Green, “Reading forces you to be quiet in a world that
no longer makes place for that.

Top Titles Circulating through BHS
in 2017 included:
1. The End of Me by Kyle Idleman
2. Everything, Everything by Nicola
Yoon
3. The Fault in Our Stars by John
Green

On December 20, members of the
Book Review Club held a Christmas
party in the library. They enjoyed
giving and receiving their Secret
Santa gifts, as well as food and fun
with their friends in the library.

4. Far from You by Tess Sharpe
5. The Legend of Zelda (Manga series) by Akira Hlmekawa
6. 45 Pounds (More or Less) by K.A.
Barson
7. A Child Called “It” by David J.
Pelzer
8. It by Stephen King
9. Dear Nobody by Mary Rose
10. Elena Vanishing by Elena Dunkle

Parent’s Corner
This month’s education tip comes
from “Helping Students Learn,” a
publication that offers tips families
can use to help students do better in
school. The title of the article is, Improve Grades with a Fifteen Minute
Workout.
“Most teens have one subject that is
harder than the rest. Here’s a way to
improve grades in that tough class.
For one month, challenge your teen

to add 15 minutes to her study
time in that area. She can use
that time to review notes, reread
or make up possible test questions. At the end of the month,
take stock. Odds are her grades
will be higher.”
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Department Spotlight—Intense Intervention and Life Skills/
The Intense Intervention class is
staffed by lead teacher Mary Fogwell and teaching assistants Carol
Herring
and
Teresa
Buskirk. Teresa is new to us this
year and comes with excellent
experience.
She previously
worked at Bi-County and she and
two of her sons have graduated
from Bluffton and has a daughter
currently attending Bluffton Middle School. Mrs. Fogwell and
Mrs. Eicher work together planning community based outings,
cooking activities, and social skill
activities for their students. They
also share the responsibility of
the recycling program for the
school. This helps the students
build job skills to be able to work
in the community.
The Life Skills/Adult Studies class
is staffed by lead teacher Kristi
Eicher, teaching assistant Bryan
Bowman and Ginny Bartlett as
Vocational Coordinator. Ginny
continues to work with students
and community members to help
create job experiences for students with disabilities. Especially
designed for the Adult Studies/
Life Skills Students, the Vocational Work Study Program allows
students to build toward semiindependent or independent employment.

A big thanks to those who participated this school year in providing
opportunities for our students:
Bluffton Middle School cafeteria,
Bluffton High School cafeteria, Nazarene Church, Corner Depot,
McDonald’s, and Bluffton NewsBanner. Please contact the high
school if your business is interested
in sponsoring a youth for a one- day
job shadowing or work study program.
The Life Skills/Intense Intervention
Class participates in numerous activities over the course of the school
year in and around the community. These community-based outings are designed to teach students
basic community skills that will be
needed throughout life. The Life
Skills/Intense Intervention class has
been on several community outings
this school year. Some of the outings we have attended were the
Bluffton Street Fair, Darlington
Farms, Glenbrook Mall, Fresh Market, Ziano’s, Culvers, Huntington 7,
Indiana House of Pancakes, Shrine
Circus, and Wells County Public
Library.
We will also be selling carnations
for Valentine’s Day in the month of
February to help raise money for
our community based outings and
cooking activities. Keep us in mind
if you want to order flowers!!

Mrs. Eicher and Mrs. Fogwell continue to work on the S.T.A.R.T.S.
program; which stands for Students
Together Achieving and Reaching
Their Success. It is a vocational
skill-building program that teaches
students how to learn to work on a
job and understand appropriate
behavior. Our project this year
was decorative tile coasters which
we sold during the month of December. The money raised is nonprofit and is a self-funded program.
Mrs. Eicher and Mrs. Fogwell have
also continue their community recycling program with their students. One day a week we take a
bus into the community to collect
paper for our Paper Gator from local business. A special thank you
to the following businesses who
contribute to our program: Bluffton
Police Station, Courthouse, City
Hall, Hope Missionary Church, Creative Arts Council, Council on Aging, Wells County Public Library,
Life Church, Wells County Jail, Nazarene Church, USDA Office, and
YMCA. This is yet another activity
which allows us to teach our students essential job skills. All of the
money raised goes into our Life
Skills Fund to help make more
hands-on experiences for the students.

Department Spotlight—Health Science Education
The Health Science Education
students are busy orienting to the
clinical areas at Bluffton Regional
(lab, x-ray, nursing units…) and
scheduling for clinical time toward completing their Certified
Nurse Assistant training. In February, the students will also ex-

plore clinical areas outside of the
hospital: Eye Care Associates, Wells
County EMS, and the Wells County
Health Department, to name a few.
The students also continue to learn in
the classroom with the muscle system, cardiology and respiratory
coming soon.

Students will soon be starting to
schedule classes for next year so
those interested in Health Care as a
career should consider taking the
HSE class. It is dual credit with the
option to become a CNA. Contact
Mrs. M ak o wsk i at smak o wski@bhmsd.org for more information.

$10.00 PROM DRESSES
Shop at the
Wells County Prom Dress Exchange
Held at the First United Methodist Church
325 W. Washington Street in Bluffton
(across from Thoma-Rich/Lemler Funeral Home)
SALE DATES: FRIDAY, MARCH 2ND 4-7 P.M.
SATURDAY, MARCH 3RD 10-12 P.M.
See the dresses on Facebook-Wells County Prom Dress Exchange
Proceeds to Wells County Foundation LiGHT committee

Senior Baby Ad
Place a FULL COLOR ad in the yearbook to recognize your senior!
Your Name
Senior's Name
Mailing Address
Message

Please note: The length of your message should correspond to the size of the ad space that you purchase. We will
do our best to fit your message, but keep in mind that the font size will vary depending on the length of the message. If you need additional space, you may attach a separate sheet of paper.
Payment Information
Ad Size/Price:

$30 (1/8 page)
Check Enclosed*

$45 (1/4 page)
Cash Enclosed

*Make checks payable to Bluffton High School.
Do you wish to have the photo mailed back to you or returned to your senior?
Mail*

Return to senior

*Mailing Address
Please return this form along with a baby photo and your payment to Bluffton High School by sending it with your
senior or mailing it to #1 Tiger Trail, Bluffton, IN 46714, Attention Mrs. Schantz
If you have any questions, contact Adviser Erin Schantz at 824-3724, ext. 7214, or eschantz@bhmsd.org.

Due before Spring Break!
Thank you,
The Retrospect Staff

